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The subseription price of this paper for o year is Tunes
DoLtans, payable in advance.

For the long Sessions of Comgress, (averaging eight
nonf.h'i,_)_& m"ﬂl be Two Dorrans; for the short
Bessions O LATL Per copy.

A reduction of 20 per cent. (ane-fifth of the full charge)
will be made to any ene who shall order and pay for, at
one time, five copies of the Weekly paper; a like re-
ductionof 25 per ceut, (or one-fourth of the full charge)
to any one who will order and pay for, ut one time, ten or
more copies.

No aeconnts being kept for this paper, it will not be for-
warded to any ene unless paid for in advance, nor sent any
longer than the time for which it is so paid.
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STEAMBOAT CANAL AROUND THE FALLS OF THE
‘OHIO RIVER.

Hover-or numu;rvu. Avgust 2, 1852,

' Mr. Bexoamin Sranton, of Ohio, from th

gl
Yy

d Oanal Co
The bill ws

time, committed to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Unien, and the bill and
report ordered to be printed. ;
The following is the report by the.committee :
- REPORT,

The Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was re-
ferred sundry petitions, memorials, snd bills for the im-
provement of the navigation of the @hio river at the Falls,
beg leave to report:

That your committee, in reporting on the subject which
has been referred to their investigation, feel encouraged
to find that they have not to develop or explain a nes
ﬂrojeot. or to grn&a through the wncertainties and specn-

tions of o new theory to enforce its importance. The
object prayed for in the petitions is one which has been
prominent in the deliberations of Congress for many years,
and all who are interested in the commerce of the cown-
try are familiar with the grievance. Your committee,
therefore, in common with the petitioners, feel the im-
portance of granting relief from the onerous tax imposed
upon the trade of the Ohio river by the canal mmmny at
Louisville, and the necessity for imcreased facilities in
passing the falls of the Ohio. If evidence were wantin
to prove the great national importance of a ready an
free passage nround the falls, it is abundantly furnished
to the committee in the shape of tive
from Btate Legislatures ; memorials the chambers-of
commerce of large cities ; resolutions of public meetings
at various points; petitions from steamboat owners and
captaing, mnd from merchants and private individuals
from all points of the compass. These are from Pittsburgh,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, St. Louis, Louis-
ville, nng Cineinnati, embracing it is believed the public
sentiment of at least twenty States of the Union, whose
citizens are all more or less interested in the subject.

The general interest thus expressed is in accordance
with the great extent of country dependant upon the cheap

and speedy ortation of the commerce of the valley
of the Mississippi; a region which is no longer a frontier,
but may now with propriety be denominated the heart of

the Union, and its great leading artery the Ohio and Mis-
vissippi rivers, which, 'izlls their u-ib:urim es, drain a dis-
trict e from the 20th to the 4Gth degree of north
laumdm the Allegheny to the Rocky mountains,
forming an body of arable land, embracing more
than twelve hundred thousand square miles of territory.

This vast being intimately connected in its com-
merce with the East and the West, the North and the
Bouth, every on of the Union is affected by the ob-
structions which occur in the arteries, and an in-
the pelaion of the whele syatom. Toue: sommitios

e of the w our
not deem it necessary in this report to estimate in detail
the commerce and resources of this great valley, or to
prophecy its future destiny. They will briefly give a few
statements connected with the statistios of the commerce
of the Ohio valley, and trust that these, with other fami-
liar and im t facts, which have frequently been
placed before the public, will be sufficient to warrant a
favorable action by this Congress on the measures proposed.

In the commerce of the Ohio river, we must re-
gord the eny as its source, and fix its highest na-
vigable point in the State of New York, near the borders
of Lake Erie.

From this point we have a navigable stream to the junc-
tion with the Mississippi river, washing in its course the
horders of the States of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee, and Illinois, with
o gentle descent of an average fall of less than six inches
to the mile in the Ohio, and not more than twenty-four
inches to the mile in Allegheny. No serious impediment
to navigation which eon]?nol be removed without much
expense accurs, until in descending the Ohio the naviga-
tor is arrested at the falls, which present the great natural
impediment to the navigation of the river, exoept during
the periodical floods, which occur in the g and fall.
This obstruction is formed by the proj of a bed of
limestone rock entirely scross the stream, causing o fall
of twenty-six feet in & distance of two miles, thus present-
ing dangerous rapids, which are impassable except in high

8 of water,

hese rapids were formerly avoided t;; ﬁl laborious and
expensive exvending from Lou e to Bhi
port, & distance of two and & half miles. To a this

portage, the Lowisville and Portland Canal was construct-
ed, ha been commenced in 1825 and completed in
1831, work, which was begun in the infancy of
Western commerce, was intended ns a benefit to the
rle of the West ; but it has signally failed in accomp:
ng the for which it was and the com-
merce of the river has long since out-grown the contracted
dimensions of an svenue which was suited to the naviga-
tion of 1825, but unsuited to the large size of vessels and
immense commerce of the present day.

Your committee will here remark that the original

. eharter of the Louisville and Portland Oanal Company

suthorized a eapital of six hundred thousand dollars ; the
General Government becoming s stockholder for one hun-
dred thousand dollars, by subscription in July, 1826. In
1820 the Secrotury of the WAS Bu to sub-
scribe for thirteen hundred thirty-five additional
shares of one hundred dollars each, which made the total
investment of the United States two hundred and thirty-
three thonsand five hundred dollars. These two subserip-
tions the whole of the onsh investment made by
the United Btates in the stock of the company. '

In December, 1831, the company an amend-
ment to their nuthorising an extension of their
capital to $1,000,000, with power to sell the ndditional

,000 of stock, or as many shares at $100 each as
would complete the canal and x'lnlm-p the debts of the
mm Bfthlmtlnwmnllomdﬂu
stoc ers for their investment during the unproduc-
tiu&:'lﬂl of the canal, and new stock created, in which
the Government reccived 507 shares, or 856,700, making
the investments with interest §200,000,

In January, 1884, the semi-annunl dividends
commenoed, con until 1840, when the whole
amount of dividends to the United States amounted to
106,836, leaving at that time a balance to be redeemed of

the original investment of only $06,0064. During this

period, from 1884 until 1840, the annnal nett end

of the Was noverlesa than 6 per cent. per annum,

ani fdl't‘. of the time it was from 12 to 18 per cent.
annu :

amendment was obtained in the 8-
lature of Kentucky nuthorizing the president Mll':rdw-
tors of the company, on the oo and direction of
the mehholdm‘;nd their to ate
the nett income in purchase of the private stock under
L va LT
This amendment was by the w.ry in July,
1842, and n mode of pro rata purchase at the maximum
rioe was proportionate to ench stookholder
olding more than five shares. Under this the
dividends anmunlly due to the United States were absorh-
ed by the purchase of stock, which will be found stated in the
following table, wmmhi‘:ltlu 1843 and closing 1852 ;
ree,  Dollars

In 1843, from income of 1842, 171 at 150 per share..$71,250
1844 do 1843, 544 1M do 86,490
1845 do 1 108 148 do 129,528
1846 do 1845, 065 177 do 117,705
[1847 do 1846, 607 186 do 124,002
1848« do 1847, 526 195  do 102,670
1849 do 1848, 684 204  do 120,886
1850 do 1848, 470 28 do 100,110
1851 do 1860, 400 222 do 88,800
1852, supposed by co. 1861, 010 281  do 140,010
1,090,767

5.

The above mentioned dividends uwbsorb all the indivi-
dual stock but 1,340 shares, which remain to be redeem-
ed, and which will be absorbed im three years atan
svu;r rate, bused upon the preceding dividends, The
United Btates will, therefore, be the sole owner and cor-
porater of the canal and stock in the year 1855, ha [y
sum over the original investment ¢f more than one on
four hundred thousand dollars, which ¥ more than suffi-
cient to construct another canal of ample dimensions for
the :lmmodudmof the present and future commerce of

 river.

our committee, in the investigation of this subject,
cannot avoid the conclusion that great injustice bas been
done to the commerce of the West, in the tax imposed
upon it by the “ Louisville and Portland canal company,”
and great forbearance hus been exercised in submitting to
this toll, which is the only instance in the nation where
the Government has ex; suthority as a stockholder
and oluimed msurious interest on their investment. As
an evidence of the burden upon the commerce of the river,
your committee refer to well-attested facts'in the naviga-
t.iondl::-huq. whmo}t is wm&.&“m
n the cov rear from Cincinnati to |

al to one-hulf the
o one-Lulf the

ybroed; nt home, in the consumption of every foreign
article imported through the canal, which makes ita
ies of interpal duty to the p r; and, when
) lpplnuithe productions of the soil to a foreign market,
it is'n charge which acts in reducing his profits. But this
is not all; the losses ‘and delay occasioned by tranship-
ment and other expenses, form a eentinual tax equal to
the tolls of the canal.

It requires no argument fo prove that every charge or
risk upon the earrying business of the country is, to its
full extent, a loss to the producer. The Enstern manu-
Taoturer who sends his products to the West must submit
to & diminution of his profits equal to the increase of
freights and risk arising from the dangers nud expense of
pavigation, or the same must fall on the consumer. The
petitioners complain of this unjust expense, but it is by no
means the most important grievance. The contracted di-
mensions of the canal, and the necessity of eonstructi.ng
vessels above the falls, to conform their length an
width to the size of the locks, which are only half the
size for admitting such boats as the trade of the river re-
quires, present the principal objections to the canal, and
call loudly for redress.

It will be observed that the lecks pf the canal admit a
boat of 183 feet long and about 50 feet wide ; therefore,
this class of boats being now considered too small for the
carrying trade below the falls, it has become necessary to
run one ¢luss of boats above the fulls in the trade between
Pittsburgh and Louisville, and another cluss below be-
tween Lonisville and New Orleans.

Many of both of these classes being too large to pass
the cunal, must n rily be confined to the trude above
or below, unless in periods of high water, when they pass
over the papids.

Another heavy item of expense, which may be estimated
a8 a charge upon the commerce of the river, is the smount
of pilptage paid by flat boats and other craft passing over
the rapids, which would pass a canal if the charges were
reduced, This annual expense may be put down at twelve
to fifteen thousand dolﬂrs annually, which would be
saved to the commerce of the river, and many losses
avoided, if a free canal were provided for their passage
around the falls. ‘
As some evidence of the value of the commerce floating
upon the Ohio, and the necessity of providing another
avenue for its passage around the obstruction, your com-
mittee furnish from the report of the esnal company the
trade which passed the canal in 1851, which is but a por-
tion of the commerce of the river, as they furnish only
the number of vessels passing that avenue around the
falls. The number of steamboat passages through the
canal in 1851 is 1,456, flat boats 478 ; tonnage 874,522,
cugtom-house measurement ; capaeity of the same bosts

made to the Secretary of the’

roference to & report . o

Tr:,sury this year, it will be seen that there ure on the
Ohio river 348 steamboats, with a tonnage of 67,600 tous,
and the number of passengers passing on the Ohio for the
year ending July, 1851, is repo 8,464,907, These
statements, taken from what we suppose to be correct
data, convinee your committee that two canals are now
required for passing the commerce of the Ohio around the
rapids, and will be made indispensably necessary by the
increased business of the country. It is therefore evi-
dent that any interruption to this immense commerce by
the enlargement, or the attempt to enlarge, the present
canal, would be highly injurious to that portion of the
trade arrested above or below the falls, and which would
necessarily have to be passed by land portage a distance
of more than two miles through the corporate limits of
the city ef Louisville, su;b ect to ui;:.ch restrioctions ais the
municipal regulations might req If, then, we estimate
the nn;dbcr of tons of freight which passed the canal in
1851, we may form a tolerably correct idea of the addi-
tional expenses for perhaps a period of two or three years,
which the commerce of the river would have to pay before
the work would be completed.
This additional expense could not be much less than
$400,000 wnnually, which would be estimating the ex.
penses at one do per ton for the portage on 400,000
tons of fréight. It will thus be apparent that the loss
arising from the suppression or stoppage of the river
business for & year, or even for a few months, if not in-
calculable, would at least be so considerable that no
project likely to inflict any delays upon the commerce of

ing- | {he river ought to be for & moment entertained by the

General Government.

Your committee believe that the enlargement of the
Louisville and Portland oanal wonld render it much more
useful and efficient than it is at present; but such en-
largement would, after all, afford but one avenue, and your
committee are convinced that, in the necessity of
two canals, they comply with the es of every interest
connected with the commerce of the river, mmtloml
considerations, which ought not to on in the deli-
berations of Congress a great public work intended for
the public good. Your committee believe that the objec-
tions to the enlargement of the present canal before
another is provided cannot be oversome ; and, in the lan-
guage of Capt. Cram's report, the committee agree with
him that, * under the most favorable circumstances of
water, it would take about two years to make all the re-
quired improvements in the existing canal, to the amount
of the estimate of $£255,208; and in the ocontin
which ought to be counted of unusual or utﬂmo‘m

of wuter, the time would be at least three
During all this time it would certainly be very 1t,
although it might not be impassible, to economically
execute the improvements without stopping the naviga-
tion of the eanal, and thus the contingency might ocour
of being under the necessity of interrupting the present
train of business on the river.”

To interrupt, for a period of two or three Jeln. the
regular trade carried on by so many bonts, would serious.
ly dernnge the’ whole system of commercial business, in
%o far s it relates to navigation, not only on the Ohio,
but thron t the whole issippi valley.

This evil would be wholly obviated by constructing a
new canal on the Indiana side,

It will thus be seen that serious objections exist in the

7 of Capt. Cram to the enlargement of the ** Louis-
:ﬁ: and Portland ennal,” and these objections are made
much stronger when we analyze that plan as given by
him. It will be seen by reference to the report that this
project contemplates the purchase of the then remaihing
stock, 6,151 shares, owned by individuals, at $140 per
ghare, and the improvement of the canal to the amount
of $85656,208, which, together with the dry dock, makes
an te sum of $1,200,438 as the cost of this plan
of improvement.

1t will be observed that in this plan the sanal snd locks
are to be 04 feet wide, and the locks 320 feet in length.
A canal of dimensions so contracted wounld not meet the
requirements of navigation, as it is now universally mil-
mitted that the locks of any canal around the falls should
be 850 or 400 feet long, and the canal from 80 to 100 feet
wide. The ohject of the enlsrment of the canal should
be to pass large vessels with Iit&;m:ml any improve-
ment which would exelude them the passage by
renson of its contracted dimensions, would render the
work a failure, and little better than the one now in use.
Your committes believe that nurl{ all the packet boats
which have been built within the last three years to suit
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and 90 or 100 feet wide, which alteration would also be
necessary in widening the canal, and this would be an
additional estimate to be added to the reported cost made
out by Capt. Cram. In giving this additional width to
the canal of 20 feet, it would be necessary to remove the
wall and pavement built on one side of the canal, and en-
counter & very large amount of heavy earth and rock exs
cavation, which, together with the enlargement of the
locks, could not fall short of doubling his estimate, in-
ug it to at least $700,000. To this must. be added
the value of the :R-duck. swelling the nggregate cost to
a sum nearly equal to one million of dollars—the esti-
mated cost of & new work on the Indiana side of the river.
This cost would be independent of the purchase of stoek,
owned by-individuals in the present company.
Other objections exist not mentioned by Capt. Cram.
The present caual ;u lmumbr:: by two hndpgen the
permanent, of stone, and the lower, over the lock,
mi bridge ; and both reguired by public highways—
the ontlets between Shippidg Port and the Ferry of

the recent decision of the g:epnm_c (Sionrtoft:hi:
ant feature in the navigation
u! mm they could not ‘I;‘: dispensed

vt
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Your committee furthier report, that, in addition to the
immense importance of this work, in which the whole
people 6f the Union are in there are other con-
siderations which demand its immediate construction. It
must be acknowledged that the Obio river is a national
highway guarantied to the people of the Union by the
ordinance of 1787, which declares ¢ that the navigable
waters leading into the Mississippi and 8t. Lawrence,
and the earrying places hetween the same, shall be com-
mon highways®and forever free, as well to the inhabi-
tants of the Northwestern Territory as to the citizens of
the United States and those of any other States that may
be ndmitted into the Confederacy, without any tax or im-
post therefor.” From that time to this the Olio has been
acknowledged o national highway ; and since the first ap-
propriation under Mr.Albnyoe every successive Adminis-
t.utll’ou has recognised the nationality of improvements on
this river, consequently the improvement at the falls of
the Ohio is a national work, and ought to come under the
control of the nation. It is demanded by the whole of
the Mississippi Valley, which now numbers nearly half
the population of the Union. The immense commerce of
the Ohio, estimated at more than one hundred millions of
dollars, requires it. And when we take into view the
increase of this commeree from the resources of the coun-
try, which are just begioning to be developed and hrought
into activity by the numerous connexions of railroads,
which are extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
making the Ohio and Mississippi rivers the great stem
which is to receive and distribute at the various depots
the commerce from all parts of the world, we will then
feel the necessity of still more onlatrjed improvements
around the falls fhan those now under consideration :
«for there is no problem more susceptible of demonstra-
tion, and it is one which continues to- impart to railroads
the popular influences they are now exercising, than that
they create the avenues of intercommunication and of
business."

The network of railroads which is about to be spread
over Ohio will bring into immediate use its immense mi-
neral resgurces, which are now useless for want of these
facilities. The great coul fields of this State, containing
more than 5,000 square miles, interspersed with rich iron
ore, remain yet to give impulse to a heavy manufactur-
ing interest. Through the whole valley of the Mississ=ip.
pi, from the peaks of the Alleghanies to the Rocky moun-
tains, there is a happy blending of mineral and agricul-
tural wealth in the soil, which is to ﬁire to this region
constant accessions of population, which will require cor-
responding facilities for the transport of their products.
Therefore, when the petitioners hefore Congress ask an
additional canal around the falls, they claim that the
Western people contribute their portion of the expenses

of the Government in the payment of duties npon im- | The proposed new canal is 1,232 yards, or a little less
ports of the o on to their population and | than three-fourths of u mile long, is to have two locks,
consumption o ;Fwnteh amountes annuallyto | side to side, maximum 1t of which is 4o ke

many millions of ars; a large portion of which goes | feet, % guard-lock st e of

to support the marine service, which is now sought to be | lock. ngth of ome of the lock chambers is 320 feet,
benefited by this work, and which has been recognised as | snd that of the other 270 feet, the width of each being 60
a part of tze marine department by the establishment of | feet; so that g steamer 320 feet long and 60 feet wide can

ports of entry and marine hespitals at several points on
the river. These petitioners also say that they cannot
perceive the justice of expending millions in the erection
of docks, lighthouses, harbors, and other works, whilst
the Western waters have not received one dollar of ap-
propriation for the improvement of uavigation for the last
ten years.

Your committee have had under consideration numer-
ous plans, reports, and surveys heretofore made to the
Government for the improvement of the falls ; and amongst
others, the construction of 4 dam and locks, which was

rted on by Capt. Cram in 1844. The committee will
here give his objections in his own language, contained in
his report, which states: That the objections to the dam
are strong: lst. Although ever so strongly built, it would
be linble to injury from ice and driftwood; 2d. It would
be an obstacle to the natural navigation of the falls in the
first and third periods mentioned in another part of the
report. The harbor of Louisville would probably be se-
riously injured, if not entirely filled, with deposites of mud.

In like manner, the landing at Jeffersonville, on- the
Indiana side, would be seriously injured. The locks
would not be of uny easier acoess than those of the other
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neer, would bave mentioned (his objection if it existed, as
it is supposed he Las fully cxamined the suhject.
In conélusion, your committes subwit the foregoing
report, panicd by o bill, and also the report of Col.
Abert, with survey, report, and estimates maede out by

Col. Long, superintendent of Weetern improvements.

BXIEAGY TROM (OL. LONG'S REPORT,

The following is an extract from Col. Loxa's re-

to the Topographical Bureau, showing the esti-

port

mat«imﬂ' a new canal around the Falls of the

Ohio ver, us illustrated by charts and drawin

goom the report, and submitted to the
ouse O Hepresentatives by the Committee on

Roads and Cong)s - g

ESTIMATE.
of the projected canal, and other works
#le, computed by C. A, Fuller, in confor-
2 in the sccompanying drawings, and at
below which six works are known to
ted in the vielnity of the Falls:

2. 4
o

138,040 T, il o
:3183‘.'.001510. 2, plan, see. 1 to 19

1,832 perches vping fie do., in- !
clusive of dlanms, at [§ - - 13,006.00 No. 2, plan, sec. 1 (o 19
e otatbial el | e smcoio s, ' ' d
T eoboat 130 . - 58000 No. 2, ] L
1,020 perches ston masonry for |
sustaining wall ol fast of v
carpment, st £3 - . .. .
26,000 perchies stone unsoy ey for
wallymtgd - ~ « % 7. .
2,021 pprches coping for i
cluding dumps, st 58 . . -
36,850 oubie yards rock yxeays.
tion for Jock . pits of caval, =
gL.L0
10457 cuble yards roek excava-
tion in bottom of canel, st §1.50
6,452 eubic yards roek exoavation
at howt of ennal, st §2 - . .
B3,1TH euvie yanls pnrth excays-
tiom for lock chadmises, &, nt !
20 eunts B.635.00/No,
14,5 cubie yards earth oxcams- \ |
ton fur escarpment of canal, | |
atlhcomts « < - = oL - |
4,004 foot low dnm 8t the hesd of |
Fulls, lneluding formation of |
sindves, nt 810 per lineal foot - | #$,240.00 No.
Probmble cost of edfior dum ot | |
oot of Jockd = o » 4 o o . }.000,00
Probatde cost of do. et bead of
oagal - .
Zight poirs or sets of ko gates,
with hngingsand olerapp. {
ratus complets, ot #8500 - - | LLUO0IM
Contingeniclos, including super- |
| intendents, and - cstimated at
about 644 percent. - - .+ .

il -
BT 80,00 N0 2, do do
0.00/ND, 1, Sgares 1 and 15

1, do

iL'l,iL'-‘_uli_Nu. do

|
......... 5§,283.50/ Mo, 2, plan, soe. 20 t0 20

m,rc;s,m.;.\‘o. 2, plan, sec. 1 to 20

1206400 Ne. 1, figures 1 and &

2, plan, ses, 20 to 25

nn 850 Nn 2, plan, sec. 11020
|
|

1, figures & and 3

3,000.0¢

| esadaw

Amounting to 1,500, 000,00
N. B. Alarge portion of the rock required for stone
masonry and for pavements of the escarpment, designated
on the foregoing estimiate, may be obtained from the rock
exsavation along the line of the canal.
 Hence it appeéars thit the aggregate cost’'of construct-
ing the canal and all pther works pertaining thereto will
not exceed a million and n half of dellars, which is believ-
| ed to be amply sufficient for the completion of the works.
| In conclusion, 1 take occasion to offer a few statements,
| believed to be correet, by way of contrasting the merits
jof the Louisville and Portland canal with those of the
| contemplated new canal, in which I shall advert to o few
{only of the leading arguments that may be adduced in
| favor of the latter.
{ The Louisville and Portland canal is about 3,440 yards,
| or mearly two miles long. It has three consecutive locks
[at its lower eml, of about nine feet lift to ench lock, toge-
ther with o guard look, the aggregate length of the walls
| being Y24 feet. The length of each lock chamber is about
| 190 feet, and its width 60} feet, and will admit boats only
| 183 feet long and 40} {eet wide; a portion of each lock
[ chamber being oeeupied by & breast wall, serving as o
[ foundation for the frame work connected with the mi-
I ter sill.
i

| pass through the chamber of the Iarger, and a similar

eraft 270 feet long and of the same width through the
| smaller chamber, there being no breast walls in these
1Chmbm to prevent the passage of boats of the entire
|length of the chambers. The aggregate length of the
| partition wall between th¢ chambers and between the
{ guard-locks is 504 feet.

The height of the walls and banks of the Louisville and
Portland eanal is less by one and a half to twelve or four-
teen feet than the elevation of surface water of the high-
est known freshet. Consequently the entire canal is
subject fo inundation during the continuance of very high
freshets: and at the same time its prism and lock cham-
bers are liable to be partially filled with earthy deposites,
drift, &e., rendering the canal impassable till sufficient
time sball have elapsed for the removal of these obstrue-
tions,

The height of the walls, &o. of the proposed new canal
is intended to be carried at least two feet above the sur-
face of the highest known freshet, which will ensure a
complete contro! of the potire canal, in all stages of the
water, and effectusliy prevent the introduction of silt,
drift, &e. into the prism, lock, chambers, &c. of the canal.

methods.

+ The risk to contractors in the process of construction |
of the work would be immense ; it would be impossible to |
caleulate this risk beforehand. It would be found almost
useless in a few years from injuries, deposites of mud,
and being choked with drift wood; or else such an im-
mense expense would have to be incurred in every rise of
water, to clear the works from these evils, that the tolls
would bear heavily upon the trade.” !

But whilst the importance of increased facilities for |

ing this point is #o generally felt and universally ac- |
nowledged, the committee regret to find that some con-
trariety of opinion exists as to the best method, or par-
ticular plan, to effect this desirable object.

This matter has been a subject of investigation and ex-
amination for many years, not only by committees of
Congress and engineers under the authority of this Gov-
ernment, but by civil engineers under the authority of
companies chartered by the Btates on each side of the
river. 2

The committee do not feel competent to decide as to the
best method or partioular plan w&iah ought to be adopt-
ed, further than to give it as their conviction that, to an-
gwer the wants of the vast and increasing commerce of
that river, two canals are indispensable, one on esch side of
the river. The committee are fortified in this opinion
not gnly by Capt. Cram’s report, but also by all the me-
morials and petitions before them, except those from Lou-
isville and perhaps other points in Kentucky, whose local
and individual interests would naturally bave more or
less influence upon their opinions.

Various routes for s canal on the Indiana side have
been surveyed and estimated, the cost of each ronging
from $700,000 to §1,400,000,

While the committee forbear to name in the bill here- |
with presented either of these routes, they think it better |
to leave it to the scientific investigation and determina-
tion of the proper burean. They are decidedly of the
opinion that the route surveyed and estimated for by Col.
Long, and ordered by Col. Abert, the head of the topogra-
phical bureau, and herewith presented, is the preferable
one.,

Your committee will observe that the river-wall to be |
erected in the stream parallel to the line of the canal, and
Inid down a8 & part of the improvement recommended by
Col. Long, may, in the opinion of Col. Abert, be dis-

with, and thue the estimate of the oanal on the
ndiana side reduced to little more than %1,000,000.

The wall is estimated at & sum over $400,000. Your

committee would recommend that the locks of the pro-

cannl be made at least 275 or 400 feet long, and
the canal of 90 or 100 feet wide ; this would meet Ehe fu-
ture wante of com and the depth of water bei
sufficient, and loeation of the canal favorable for the wn:g
of the st your committee have reported abill to
correspon with ona.

Your committee have heard objections to the plan of
Col. Long in tmiuﬂag the work in the pool
called Big Eddy, and it in su that » fall of three or
four feet wonld have to be overcome in reaching from that
point the foot of the

On Col. Long’s plat soundings
are marked, and no difficulty of
sented by him. Nor has such difficulty ever boea consi-
dered of any magnitude by other
surveyed the falls, and in two
of canal terminated above thowe
Abert's su of removing the
the river is a part of the plan of im ont, over-

In the Louisville and Portland eanal ascending boats
are admitted to pass during all times of the day and night
when the canal is in working order, while descending
hoats are seldom sllowed to enter the canal except in the
day time, it be obvionsly proper that the canal should be
kept open for the nccommodaiion of ascending boats only

during the night
In posed canal, ascending and dumdinﬁ boats
may be -B:oved to pass indisoriminately during all times

of the-day and night.
The time consumed in the passage of bonts through the
Louisville and Portland canal, including delays in waiting

for an unity 1o enter the canal, and ull other de-
tentions, is at least three and a hall’ hours on an average
of every boal.

The time required for passing the
inclu all detentions, will not be
an hour for each boal.

The mumber of boats passing annually through the
Louisville and Portland canal being 1,486, and the average
cost per day, all cxpenscs included, being $200 for each
boat, both of which are probably very near the truth, the
annusl loss {o tho bommunity on nceount of delays only
may be estimated at $43,332. The same data being as-
sumed for computing the losses of the community, on the

posed new canal, will result in an annual
r::;. on the soore of delays, of $6,190 only.

From the last comparison instituted as above, it results
that the annual saving to the public by substitating the
gmpond new canal, instead of the present Louisville and

ortland canal, on nocount of detentions only, will amount
at least to 17,142
1 have the honor tobe, sir, your most obedient servant,
8. H. LONU,
Swﬂnmdmt W. R. Improvements.
Col, J. J. Aneny, Chief Top. Engineers,
Washington, D, C.

'i”””d new canal,
likely to exceed half

FROM THE CAPE OF GOOD IIOPE.

Accounts from Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, to June
22, state that nothing has yet been done by the new Gov-
ernor General to put a stop to the war, which was raging
in the interior a8 badly as ever. It is stated in the Cape |
Town papers that the rebels have been permitted to com®
mit outrages within fourteen miles of the headquarters
of the British army unmolested. Guerrilla parties so in-
fost the roads that it is necessary to send considerable
detachments of troops to protect the wagons. Even this
precaution is not always successful. A wagon which left
Graham's Town for Fort Beaufort, containing three thon-
gand rounds of ammunition, elothing for soldiers, some
muskets, &o., was attacked Ly a large body of Kaffirs.
The escort consisted of thirty-five English soldiers, under
Captain Moodie, and when near a mountalnous part of
the road they were fired ?cn by the enemy concealed in
the bush. Nine of the soldiers were killed and six wound-
ed, The wogon was also captured. The Kaflirs are
stated to have pursued the wounded men with the most
revolting barbarity, and to have cut their throats withont

m .

The Wesleysn Missionary station at Mount Coke had
been attacked by about three hundred Hottentots, horse
and foot. The Fingoes and other fri natives at the
station defended themselves bravely, killed quite &
pumber of the invaders, but had on their side seven killed

WEST POINT MILITARY ACADEMY.
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITERS.

Wesr Porsr, New Yorg, Juxe 17, 1852,
Hon, C. M, Coxnan, Seeretary of War.

Stk : Pursuant to your invitation, fifteen gentle-
men, (the sixteenth joined a few days subsequent-
ly,) from as many States of the Confederacy, as-
sentbled at this place on the 1st day of June, and
organized the Board of Visiters for the year 1852,
The designed were, to attend the annual
examination of the Cadets, to investigate the condi-
tion of the Military Aéademy in reference to several
subjects brought to their notiee by your letter, and
to report to you the result of their inquiries, together
with any recommendations which might appear to them
judicious or important,

>y 1 "".'.53’-‘-*‘.“', L Fi
‘ty, and the smbitious and often

pursuits. War must, therefore, continue to be practised;
and the science and art which guides its arms to the surest
and speediest results, while involving in their study the
uses and acquaintances with all the exact sciences and
many of the arts, should be thoroughly instructed. To
omit such instruction would be to place this Confederacy
far in rear of ull the enlightened nations of the world in
the scale of importgnee, which is likewise that of self-in-
tereet and respectability, and the power of self-protection
would be greatly impaired. It may be well supposed that
this country is not so remote in geographical position, nor
so powerful and so prolific of means and appliances for
resistance, as to be exempt from the possibility of hostile
invagion, with its train of injurious consequences. The
militia will constitute the great bulwark of defence; and
a8 in past warfare, so again in that of the future, their
strong arms and brave hearts are ample guarantees against
entire subjugation. But to cast among them the seed of
military knowledge ; to train them in the highest prinei-
ples of methodical war; to impart to them skill, and in-
epire them with coufidence, would serve to ensure and has-
ten success, while often averting perils and always es-
caping the disgrace which so frequently results from mis-
dirpcted efforts.
It may be nssumed that impressions similar to these
induced on the part of Washington the urgent and repeat-
ed recommendations of the foundation of a national mili-
tary justitution. The very last (published) letter of his
life, of the 12th of December, 1799, contained a plea in
its behalf. He desired such a seminary to be established
on a *‘respectable and extensive basis ;" and he regarded
it as ‘‘gn object of primary’ importance to the country.
As the farewell legacy of the Father of his Country, this
conception, nfterwards embodied into durable form, and
existing at the present day, an ornament and an honor to
the Confederacy, while it is a proud monument to his
patriotic forecast, should be fostered and cherished by
the American people.
The Academy at West Point was erected under the ad-
ministration of Jefferson; and in its humble beginning
was destined to educate officers solely for the corps of
military engincers. During the war of 1812 its elevis
were distinguished for capacity and skill, and proved
themselves the equals at least of their British antagonists,
About that period the number of cadets was incressed and
the course of instruction was enlarged. With the fuvor of
| the Governmeut and the peapla mh—-—w
thiefr to the present-timd. The srmy, in ol its
arms of- are of highly educated and ac-
complished officers. And the branches of knowledge
taught have become, in their variety and extent, all that
can be stydied in the terrh of four years. Inconsequence
of the efficiency, the gallantry, and the skill of its gra-
duates, displayed more particularly in the recent war, the
Academy appears at length to be duly appreciated by all
classes of our fellow-citizens.
The mowment is favorable to extend its usefulness to the
entire country by enlarging its sphere of benefits.
These would unquestionably enure from increasing the
number of pupils; from impelligg the energy and kind-
ling the enthusiasm of its conductors, of all grades, by
Jjustly if not generously compensating their services ; from
ndding all the fucilities of comfort, convenience, and of
instruction by liberal expemditures towards the various
improvements hereinafter mentioned ; from extending the
term of study to five years, which would elevate the stand-
ard of education beyond that of any similar institution in
the world ; in a word, from regarding the Military Aend-
emy as the great national seminary of the science of war,
and as the nursery of men fitted for all the higher spheres
of hnm_n sction, and, in sccordance, cherishing it with
the nation's affections and promoting its noblest ends with
the nation's bounty,
The Board of Visiters, after minute and faithful exami-
nation, are gratified in expressing their entire approba-
tion of the basis upon which the institution was founded,

and their concurrence with its general management. The
nocumulating experience of fifty ted

hat: unserupulous rivalry of
nations shall be diverted into the elevated paths of gener-
ous snd honorable competition in industrial and other

t:i 3.' qut:rurmuur, eiummimud' or ldd&mt: and now
extra compensation, w ey wo ;
to relinguish n.nLu m:‘nmud y odeg
Sth. That the fencing-master be sllowed the pay of
$000 per annum. He formerly instrocted but one class;
now two classes are taught, and the duties required are
quite severe and too poorly repaid.
_ Oth. That a riding hall be erected for the exercise and
instruction of the cadets in winter; $2,000 have slready
been appropriated, but not expended: $12,000 more are
reqnlr:I and if allowed at once the building may be com-
pleted in a single season. o
10th. That pcm.:ﬁent stables be built for the horses of

) cavalry taeties be introduced’ a
studies of the Academy. There are three mmm':ﬁ
ments, besides mounted infantry in the army: and, be-
sides, ove;?r uate should be acquainted with the ma-
neuvres the arms of servige.

15th. That the period of instruction be extended to five
years.

separati
14th. That

16th. That the st of logic be nsed with,
that ancient and modmudy h.img'. m;lispe s, 08 ntnma,“d
&o., physiology, and the evidences of ity, be in-

troduced with the inereased term.
17th. That a wharf or dock should be built on grounds,
belonging to the United States. The former one is bro-
ken up or has sunk. There has always been a wharf here
until quite recently to facilitate the landing from steam-
boats. The officers stationed here should not be forced to
the inconvenience of riding from the to reach the
steamer, nor be subjected to the possible eaprices of pri-
vate owners of & wharf. There is every reason to
the recommendation and not a single plausible one in
opposition, :
18th. That another officer of dragoon should be station-

ed here to perform the duties of the present riding-mas-
ter, whose services could be dispensed with. The objec-
tion is by no means personal to the present instructer;
but the Board are of the oﬁi'ﬁm that one of aur own offi-
cers can teach equally well with an instructer from any
other country.
In concluding their report, the Board of Visiters take
great pleasure in expressing their sense of the dis-
uﬁvmsh;:i oau;t:aiaa tLlltiuh all the o and 288018
st West Point have publiely und priva rmly be-
stowed on them durigg ﬂ:ai{ lwlufpv’i-:itz.ul'r X
The Board tfully request of the Hon.
of War that he will transmit their report, &e. to Congress
in & separate communieation, in order to secure their be-
ing printed as a distinet public document.
All of which is respectfully submitted :

M. C. M. Hammoxp, of South Carolina,

President of the Board of Visiters.

Jogr Easraax, New Hampshire,

Lewis H. Dezaxo, Vermont.

Avexis Caswery, Rhode Island.

Joux P. Jacksox, New Jersey.

Jo. P. Comays, Delaware.

Wu. L. Gocars, Virginia.

W. Worre, Kentucky.

L. J. PorLk, Tennessee.

Cares Mites, Indiana.

Jous T. WortHixarox, [llinois.

Winees L. Winnians, Missouri.

Terevce Fannpury, Arkansas,

Wx. A, Howaro, Michigan.

Mesmveax Huwr, Toxan.

Jos. R. Cormig, California.
Attest: A, Caswery,

J. R. Jacksox,
Becretaries of the Board.

To the Editors of the National Intelligencer.

A recent article on the Clausen Patent, on flax-cotton,
has awankened in my mind renewed interest for the exten-
sive introduction of the culture of silk.

Have not the annual importations of that article become
too great—enormous—alarming ?

Is there an adequate reciprocal advantage in exchanges
with the countries from which we derive it ?

Are not our excessive exportations of specie ascribable
thereto !

Cannot we, with perfect economy, security, and ease,
produce silk to meet, not only the home demand, but for
exportation !

Are not the States south of the Potomac and Ohio ad-
mirably caloulated for its production ?

As it is too late in the session to go into details, allow
me respectfully to suggest that a resolution something
like the following be passed by the Senate :

* Resolved, That the Becretary of the Interior be di-
" to prepare, and lay before the Senate at the be-
"Flnning of the next scesion, such plan as upon a careful
““investigation of the matter he may deem most eligible

: T A yoars, carefully
and improved upon in practice from time to time, when
ible to do so, leave little now to be altered. And the

in the main have only to recommend ons
for necessary physical improvements to affqrd comfort to
the professors and give facilities for instruotion,
while placing the Academy on the most table foot-

ing. In all the departments are displayed cultivated
taste, cconomy of expenditure, and the efficiency in the
wdaptations of the means to secure the design. In the
external improvements in the military exercises: in the
branches of study, (except logie;) in the administration
and superintendence of all its aflairs; and in the disci-
pline which, sanctioned by the suthority of law and indis-
sable to the eminent success of a military institution,
s the grand cement of all the parts, giving symmetry of
form and vigor of mction to the united whole, the Board
give their cordial assent and commendation.
With the view of instituting the most searching soruti-
ny which the brief period of less than three weeks would
permit, committees were appointed from the Doard, to
each of which a prominent subject was intrusted. Re-
rts were rendered, and having been discussed before the
tonrd, and adopted in ‘some eases after being amended,
they constitute the budf of the general report, and ac-
company it in the order in which they were presented and
accepted. In order to attract more readily the attention,
the several recommendations of the Board, to be found
distributed through the reports of the committees, and a
few not reported on, are grouped together and numbered
as follows :
1st. It is recommended that sixty-two additional eadets
be authorized, to correspond to the Senators, allowing two
for each State,
2d. That the pay of the eadets be increased $4.20 a
month, or making 28,20 per month, which was ted
previously to 1845 ; the amount at present is in ent,
($24.) Nearly all who graduste are in involved in debt,
in despite of the practice here of the most rigid system of
econom{.
8l. That the pay of the superintendent be increased
from B2,000 to $2,000. The entertainment of distin-
guished men, scientific and otherwise, from abroad and
at home, who visit this place, is thrown almost wholly on
this officer. And for the credit of the hospitality of the
nation it must be and is borne. The present superinten-
dent has in some seven years, since being stationed at this

post, expended $6,000 over his pay.
Ath. t the pay of instructers of drawing and French
be made equal with that of the principals in other depart-

ments. They receive $1,600 a year, the others $2,000,

French be allowed the same pay as the first assistant in
all the other departinents.
muh,-mlrmammm

7th. That all the secondary _
taken from the army, be allowed $10
ry. The expenses of dress and
ere than elsewhere in service.
ble reason is to induce the highest order of fitness and
merit from the army for service here. There is no mo-
tive to seek this position. It is a burdensome one, and
virtually their pay is reduoed, and the duties more ardu-

ocomes all objections. Tt may be | that Col. Long,

who is more familiar with the falls than any other

and ten wounded.

‘“ to introduce or advauce the culture of silk in the United
“ States.” C. MINER.
Avaust 0, 1852,

Messrs. Ganes & Seavox: I feel it a duty to nsk you
to lay before the public the following prescription, which
may save the lives of hundreds who otherwise may fall
victims to the prevailing disenses of cholera, diarrhoes,
and dysentery at this time. It is said to Have been com-
municated from Constantinople by one of our missiona-
ries, a& having been attended with the most

effects, when given early, in cases of cholers. However
this may be, it has been tried over and over in my imme-
dinte family, and also by our ngighbors, to whom we have
given it, in the first stages of this class of diseases :

“ Take of spirits of camphor, laudanum, and tincture of
rhubarb, each, equal quantities. JDose for a "
son twenty drops every two hours, diluted -mm.

water, in a table spoon. For children € quan-
tity nccording to age.” .
One dose frequently checks the disease, C.F. 8

[The Editors assume no responsibility for the above
or any othar medieal prescriptions published in the
colgmns of this paper. All they answer for is, that the
author of the communication of such preseriptions is, as
in this case, & known and respectable person.—Nat. Int.]

* TO PREVENT PITTING BY THE SMALL-POX.
Ladies, here is a recipe which is worth a fortune to
you, if you ever hurlp:n to be so unfortunate as we have
been ; for a pretty face, provided there is a good heart
with it, is always a fortune for a lady, and it gives me
real pain whenever | see such a one all scarred and
blotched with the marks of small-pox. You can
it for two shillings, My face was covered with the
est and biggest kind of pustules, and would now be a
ghastly sight but for the oare of ome of the blessed omes
of your sex, who applied the remedy, and saved what
little beauty there was as good as new.
Giet from the apothecary a little vial of stuff called
“liquid cuticle,”” and as soon s the pustales are fully
formed apply a little of the liquid with a little brush oy
feather to each one.  As fast as they get ripe, remove the
scab and wipe away the matter clean, and apply the liquid
again, If any of them fill & second time, you must re-
move the covering and repeat the process. It will smart
like fun for o moment, but, my word fer it, when you re-

cover you shall not find & mark u that
yours to prove you ever had ﬂndmn s

e ;1.;1:;?“7 Ko, e wllowad (o onieal engi- | | um told the article is made of gun-cotton, dissolved
I‘ﬂl"l-fuu as other prineiy © BAE ©0W- | in chloroform. It forms an artificial skin over s wound
6th, That the first t instracters of drawing and just as good as the real one. It isn valuable remedy, and

I expect the Ladies' Dopartment of The Plow will become
immensely popular for making it public. I think the
manufacturers of the article to send the editor a
sufficient supply to give every subseriber a bottle for

ou have been, be , for it
{ time, but nu: ﬂ:ﬁewd.

* | this gratuitous puff.

Br Vaccrsaren. —If
will protect you for a

It protected me for years, and as ladies never
reach that age, they will be safe if vaccinated.
) Bovox Romr¥sox.

“ While speaking in a love-feast at a quarterly meeting in

ous ond responsible. The best officers are often chosen

Marshall, Ohio, Mr. J. P. Miller fell down and died in a fit.



